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Special points of interest 

There are always many things to do when 

you move to a new  address. One of the 

most  important is to let the Retirement 

Board know your new address so you 

won’t miss receiving your pension check.   

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

By Kevin Mizner 

 
 
Happy New Year!!  I sincerely hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and that you are 

off to a good start in the new year.  Bonnie and I enjoyed a great holiday season, where we 

were able to see almost all our family.  Unfortunately, my daughter, who lives in Boston, 

was scheduled to fly to California a few days before Christmas but was unable to come due 

to all the flight cancellations from the big winter storms.  That was disappointing, but on the 

bright side, her flight was cancelled before leaving Boston, so she did not spend Christmas 

sitting in an airport somewhere with hundreds or thousands of other people awaiting new 

flights.  So, using the tricks we learned from the pandemic, we had a little time with her 

video-chatting on Zoom, so all was not lost. 

 

But no Zoom needed for the TCREA Christmas luncheon in December.  We enjoyed a great 

time with over 200 members and their guests.  Good food, a great raffle, the progressive 

drawing (that took a little while to find a winner), and of course, when Elvis came into the 

building, the temperature went up!  We have enjoyed Elvis’s show for two years in a row 

and will be looking to change up this year, but it will be hard to find a program that people 

enjoy as much as that.  We are looking for ideas, so please let us know if you think there is 

something we would all enjoy. 

 

We received some bad news for 2023…it appears the Lamplighter Inn may be closing their 

event center.  They will be able to host our February luncheon, but it is unknown how long 

they will keep their doors open after that.  TCREA has held our luncheons there for proba-

bly 20 years or so and they have always done a great job at a very reasonable price.  The 

price for a plated lunch with dessert and coffee has been $17.00 over the past couple of 

years and TCREA pays $9.00 for the member and guest…your cost has been $8.00.  Our 

Board has been talking to other venues and it appears that the cost for holding events like 

ours at other locations in the area averages $30.00 per person.  Caterers and event centers 

are dealing with the same inflationary pressure that we are all in, and it is reflected in their 

pricing. 

   

Here is the impact to our group…we can find a place that will host our lunches.  For in-
stance, the Wyndham Hotel in Visalia has banquet rooms and a menu like the Lamplighter 
Inn, but the meal cost is going to be closer to $30.00 per person (without dessert).  If 

TCREA continues to offset the meal price by $9.00, the cost to the member is going to be 
around $21.00 for lunch.  Remember, a combo hamburger meal at Jack-in-the-Box is now 
about $15.00 so a plated lunch with servers at $21.00 is not horrible. I know there will be 
some who may not come because the price is too high, but we are doing our best to find a 
good alternative.   

In addition, at those prices, it may become necessary for attendees to pay for the meal with 
their reservation.  We have had an issue over the years of folks not showing up after making 
a reservation or cancelling at the last minute.  Usually, we have a few walk-ins, so it evens 

out.     

  

Cont on page 2 
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Cont. from page 1 
But, with a new location and new pricing, depending on how many days in advance we must lock in a meal count with the ven-

ue, we just cannot pay for lunches that are not served.  Frankly, most of our peer associations across the state require their 

members to pay at the time of the reservation to avoid any problems and the payment is nonrefundable after a final date. We 

will have to look at this as part of the transition.  

    

Our Board will continue to review pricing and availability…if you are aware of any setting that can handle 100+ people for 

lunches, please let one of our board members know and we will see if it is already on our list.  We will discuss this issue at our 

February luncheon where I hope to get some sense from our attendees how these changes might impact our overall attendance. 

   

Our next TCREA bus trip is scheduled for April 1st, 2023, where we will be heading to the Reagan Presidential Museum in 

Simi Valley.  We have been there before, and people are always amazed at the quality of the exhibits.  The exhibition center 

there features special exhibits (last time was the Titanic Exhibit) and on this trip, we will see the Auschwitz exhibit. This exhib-

it brings together more than 700 original objects of great historic and human value; objects which were direct witnesses of the 

horrors of Auschwitz and the Holocaust (Reagan website).  The trip cost is $90.00 per person but includes a hot buffet lunch 

served under the wings of Air Force One.  Please contact Valerie Barnhart to reserve your seat! 

 

On the financial front, for those who are receiving Social Security, you will see an 8.7% cost of living increase (COLA) begin-

ning this month.  Based on the same inflation numbers, we should expect the maximum COLA to be approved for our county 

pensions as well.  Tier 1 members are eligible to receive up to a maximum of 3% COLA per year while Tiers 2-4 are eligible to 

receive up to a maximum of 2% COLA per year.  These go into effect on April 1st and will be in your April 30th check.  The 

increases are not keeping up with inflation, but every little bit helps!  One positive note…with the increased interest rates, CD’s 

(Certificates of Deposits) are now increasing their rates of return…approaching 5% for 6–12-month CD’s at some banks.  

  

Even with all the challenges, we are looking forward to the luncheon in February.  Bring your sweetheart and let’s enjoy a good 
lunch and celebrate our good fortunes!  Please contact Valerie for reservations and as always, if you are unable to attend, please 
let her know ASAP so she can get the count adjusted.  Happy New Year to you all!! 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 

Lampliter Inn 

330 W. Mineral King Ave, Visalia 

February 16, 2023 

12:00 Noon 

Join us for a great time of food and fellowship at our February 16, 2023 TCREA Luncheon at the Lampliter 
Inn.  The menu will be Chicken Milanese, Scallop Potatoes, Seasonal Vegetable, Green Salad, Coffee, Water, 
Ice Tea and Chef’s choice for dessert. Cost is $8.00 per member and $8.00 for one guest.  Each additional 
guest is $18.00. 

Raffles 

Great lunch provided by Lampliter Inn 

Fellowship with fellow Tulare County Retirees 

Guest—Doug Barnhart, California Fish & Wildlife 

 

Please reserve your spot as soon as possible but no later than February 9, 2023.  Reserve your spot or  

cancel your reservation by calling or texting Valerie Barnhart, 559-280-9679. 

 
Two important things to remember:  (1)  Call to reserve your spot as soon as you receive this  

newsletter to avoid passing the deadline date; and  (2) notify us if you need to cancel your reservation. 

We are charged $18.00 for each person we register, therefore, if you don’t cancel your registration, 

TCREA is charged the entire $18.00 which comes out of the TCREA budget.  Thanks for your atten-

tion in this matter. Payments accepted will be cash, check or debit/credit cards.  

 



 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

 
If you make no changes to your  

Pacific Group policy/plan you are  

currently signed up for, you do not 

need to complete paperwork each 

year. This is a great savings of your 

time. 

 

 
.                           

 

 

 

 

   

   

           

     

 

Get your newsletter by email…no printed copy 

 

        **Full color version**  

 **Save paper** 

               **Reduce our cost of mailing** 

 

If you would like to receive your newsletter by email, 

please send an email 

 to Val Barnhart at Admin@tc-rea.org 

and include the following information: 

Last name, First name, home address, and email     

address (use the spelling as is on your retirement 

checks) 

 

If you have notified Val, however, still received a 

printed copy, please contact her for verification of  

correct information 
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RONALD REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL  
LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 

TCREA Spring Bus Trip 
 

 DATE: Saturday, April 1, 2023 

 

 TIME: 6:00 a.m. - Bus departs from Wyndham Hotel in Visalia 

 

 PLACE: Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum. Bonus feature is the  

Auschwitz Exhibit 

 

 COST: $90.00 per person.  Sit down lunch provided 

 

 Call or text Val Barnhart @559-280-9679 to reserve your seat/ticket ASAP 

  

 Mail payments to TCREA, P.O. Box 6981, Visalia, CA 93290-6981 or call Terrie 

Saenz @559-972-1734  to pay via credit/debit card. ($2.70 fee applies)   



 

Page 4 

2023 Scholarship Information 

 
Now is a great time to be thinking of 

family members who may qualify 

for one of our TCREA $1,000.00 

Scholarships.   Four scholarships 

will be awarded each year.  To be 

eligible, they must be a High School 

Graduate in 2023 and be a relative 

of a current TCREA member. 

 

The deadline for applying is April 1, 

2023. Contact Elva Strawn at 559-

936-9643 for an application. 

 

President 

Kevin Mizner - 623–6638 

  

1st. Vice - President—

CRCEA  

Delegate 

Mike Barnhart– 799-0255 

 

2nd. Vice - President -  

Elva Strawn—936-9643 

 

Secretary– CRCEA Alt.  

Delegate 

Peggy Gilreath—331-4626 

 

Treasurer 

Terrie Saenz—972-1734 

 

Retirement Board Member 

Roland Hill—372-7240 

 

George Finney– Alt.  

Member -  

909-2099 

 

 

 

 

 

Directors - at– Large 

 

Dora Anaya—936-3892 

 

Karen McVaigh—799-1716 

 

Valerie Barnhart— 

280-9679 

 

Thelma Telford—381-0125 

 

Betty McGill—300-2223 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Valerie Barnhart— 

280-9679 

 

Past President 

Jerry Pundt - 361-0430 

 

TCREA OFFICERS 2023 

Chocolate Gravy 
 

1/4 cup cocoa 
1/2 cup sugar 

1 1/2 Tablespoons flour 
Milk 

 
 

Mix in saucepan until blended on low heat.  Gradually 
add milk and cook on medium heat.  Add milk until it is 
the consistency of gravy 
 
Serve over hot biscuits!!  Yummy 

This Newsletter addition has a recipe 

provided by Betty McGill. 

 

Betty McGill, was a professional 

secretary for an Attorney in Tulare 

and then for the school district  She 

then went to work for the Tulare 

County Sheriff’s Department where 

she was the Sheriff’s Secretary. She 

retired in 1991 taking an early retire-

ment in order to help raise and care 

for her grandchildren. 

 

Prior to retiring and having surgery, 

her hobbies were camping, riding 

motorcycles, knitting, crocheting 

and sewing, among many other fun 

things.  

 

She currently loves seeing her now 

adult grandchildren succeed in their 

lives!! 
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TULARE COUNTY RETIRED EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 
BUSINESS MEETING/LUNCHEON 

December 15, 2022 
 
 

 
TULARE COUNTY RETIRED EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

BUSINESS MEETING/LUNCHEON 

December 15, 2022 

 

Kevin Mizner opened the luncheon/meeting at 12:00 p.m. He led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation. 
Lunch was served. Lunch was provided by Lampliter Inn.  The menu was Meat Loaf, Roasted Potatoes, Sea-
sonal Vegetable, Green Salad, and a dinner roll.  Chocolate Mousse was served for dessert.  The food was en-
joyed by everyone in attendance.  Thanks to the Lampliter Inn and the crew for their service. 
 
Without further ado, our guest, “Elvis” (Jeremy Pierce) arrived and provided our entertainment.  We had sever-
al folks that were excited to receive a scarf wrapped around their neck as “Elvis” walked through the crowd 
singing.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the entertainment he provided. 
 
Kevin then introduced Julie Cheney.  She gave information regarding our non-profit organization we supported 
this year.  It was the Southeast Tulare Compassion Center.  She said many folks are referred from agencies 
from around the county.  She said the center is staffed by volunteers and that the center receives donations from 
the community.  She was so appreciative of the generosity of our organization choosing to partner in providing 
help to our community. 
 
Kevin recognized Dave Kehler for his time serving on the Retirement Board and for all the information he has 
provided our membership.  He then introduced Roland Hill who was elected to fill the position. See additional 
information in the January-February Newsletter for any retirement updates. 
 

Kevin introduced our current Board and had them come to the front for the swearing-in ceremony.  Leanne 

Malison then had the Board members repeat after her and swore in the new 2023 Board of Directors.  The new 

Board will be Kevin Mizner, President, Mike Barnhart, 1st Vice President, Elva Strawn, 2nd Vice President, 

Peggy Gilreath, Secretary, Terrie Saenz, Treasurer, Thelma Telford, Valerie Barnhart, Dora Anaya, Karen 

McVaigh and Betty McGill, Directors at Large. 

 

Kevin told the members that we are making progress in getting a webpage set up.  We are looking to have the 

ability to sign up for luncheons and bus trips from the webpage and perhaps even pay in advance.  More to 

come as we get it setup and running. 

 

Kevin mentioned that the bus trip will be to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum.  We will 

have a nice buffet lunch provided and enjoy the museum and a special exhibit of Auschwitz.  The date is 4-1-

23.  If you are interested in going on this trip you can contact Val Barnhart at 559-280-9679 by calling or tex-

ting her to put your name on the list.  The cost is $90 per person. 

 

Then the raffles began.  Today’s winners were Anne Parlier, Margarita Gurrola, Thelma Telford, Brenda 
Quintinero, Teresa Luna, Mike Milhous, Bill Montgomery, Javier Robles, Sheila Campbell, Dora Anaya, Le-
onor Banuelos, Carroll Masters, Robert Hurtado, Dane Coyle, Dale Strange, Kevin Mizner, Valerie Toews, 
Nancy McNabb, Bonnie Hefner, Imogene Samuel, Betty McGill, Christine Burnett, Imogene Samuel, Maria 
Gilson, Ed Berberia, Dave Kehler, and Judy Brown.  After drawing several names of members not in attend-
ance, the progressive drawing was $500 and was won by Jan Taylor.  Congratulations to all winners! 
 
Kevin thanked everyone for coming and we are looking forward to our next luncheon on  
February 16, 2023, at the Lampliter Inn.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. 
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NEW 

  MEMBERS 

MEMBER   DEPARTMENT 
 

Bear, Deborah   HHS-HS-MCal 

Blackhurst, Edna   Co-Op Ext 

Case, David   Ag Comm/Sealer 

Hileman, Brian   RMA-TR-Rd 1 

Muller, Irene   Sher-Op-Records 

Sanchez, Anita   HHS-HS-Hyde 

Lewis, Veronica   Tax Collector 

Kaiser, Linda   Child Support 

Abad, Jorge   IT 

Doyle, Patrick   Tulare Co. Fire 

Drake, Steven   Assessor-Admin 

Hosfeldt, Elizabeth  Superior Courts 

Bonsell, Michelle   Probation 

Bramer, Richard   Ag Commissioner 

Caro, Monica   Sheriff 

Dougherty, Lisa   CAO-Printing Serv. 

Hasill, Richard   DA 

Mendoza, Patricia  HHS-HS-CWS 

Nix, Brian   Sheriff 

Peterson, Carrie   Auditor 

Hawkins, Herbert   Continuance 

Burg, Ted   Continuance 

Brown, Susie   Retirement 

Carender, Cindy   Probation 

Lack, Tonnya   Probation 

Sands, Kurt   Detention –Prob 

TCREA extends our deepest sympathy to family and friends of 

retirees listed below 

MEMBER   DEPARTMENT 
Mack, Mildred   Continuance 

Travers, Lucille   DA-Family Support 

Connolly, Carolyn  HHS-Hlth-Vis 

Akers, Thomas   RMA 

Fuller, David   Sheriff 

Goates, Maxine   HHSA 

Stahl, Ester   Public Works  

Ivans, Brilliant   HHSA 

Beck, Robert   Investigator, CS 

Fahrni, A Lucilee   Continuant 

Kunz, Frances   Continuant 

Mastrangelo, Vito  Continuant 

Wertz, Larry   Nurse-Reg  

 

MEMORY LANE 
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Retirement Report 

By Roland Hill, TCREA Elected Trustee 

 
Hello, fellow Tulare County retirees.  Happy New Year!  
 
Welcome and thank the Lord for the rain and snow.  But, I have to admit, I would appreciate and 
look forward to a few sunny dry days so that we can dry out a bit.  My wife and I are wearing out towels wiping the dog off 
every time he comes in from outside.  I swear, this dog must have been sired by a backhoe, because he just loves to dig in 
this wonderful soggy soil!  He's supposed to be a AussiePoo; but, he appears to be more of a JohnDeerePoo. 
 
Oh, by the way, this is Roland Hill, TCREA's new representative to the Tulare County Retirement Board.  I want to thank 
you for electing me and trusting me to be our retiree's representative.  I am joining George Finney, who you also re-elected 
as our alternate.  I will be replacing David Kehler, which is not an easy task, to say the least.  David is quite likely one of 
the most knowledgeable people in the state on matters of 1937 Act retirement systems.  I was hoping that David would stay 
on as our board rep, but, he has other plans for the time allocation required by being a board rep.  Hopefully, we'll be seeing 
him at our luncheons. 
 
We had a short bio of me and David Winters in the November/December of the TCERA Newsletter.  David was a 30 plus 
year member of the Sheriff's Office and decided to run for the seat.  We should thank and embrace him for his concern and 
willingness to give up such a large amount of time for our organization.  Let's hope that he continues to want to be ac-
tive.  David's a young guy and will certainly be around longer than I will.  And remember, when David Kehler was elected, 
no one ran for the seat.   
 
My experience with the retirement board goes back to 1994, when I was first elected to represent the general member-
ship.  I subsequently served as the general membership representative for over 25 years. 
Yet, even considering this experience, I do not pretend to know it all, and, I will work hard for us in acting in the highest 
fiduciary manner and continue to learn as much as I can in order to protect and safeguard our essential retirement funds. 
 
One last comment, if you don't mind.  I have experienced some unplanned medical issues that have caused me to be side-
lined for the month of January.  Consequently, I very likely won't be able to be sworn in to the retirement board until, prob-
ably, February 8th.  But, surgery went very well and I have all the intentions of being back on tract very soon.  In the mean-
time, we are in the very experienced and capable hands of our board alternate, George Finney.   
 
Thanks for listening to my wanderings, I call them brain drippings.  See you at the luncheon in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SQUARE READER 
 

We now have a Square reader where we 

can  accept  payments by debit or credit 

card.  A small fee is assessed on larger 

purchases such as for our bus trips, 

however you will not be charged a fee 

for paying for your luncheon tickets. 

Are you ready to save time in lines pay-

ing or having to mail in a check?  If you 

would like to pay for any events in ad-

vance, contact our treasurer, Terrie 

Saenz at 559-972-1734. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

 
It is very important for you to notify 

your current insurance company in 

the event of a death of your spouse.   

 

We have been notified that many 

folks have not reported the death 

and therefore are still being charged 

the same fee for their  insurance  

policy.                            
 



 

TULARE COUNTY RETIRED EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION 

P.O.  BOX  6981 

VISALIA, CA  93290-6981 

Open Enrollment Closes 
By Pacific Group Agencies, Inc. 

 
The 2023 Open Enrollment period for the TCREA benefit plans has come to a close. For those who new-
ly enrolled in coverages, you should have received your ID cards and Certificates of Insurance around 
the end of last year. If you have not, please contact the insurance carrier and they will resend you a 
copy.  Members who did not make any changes will NOT receive new ID cards.  
 
During the year, Pacific Group Agencies representatives are available to assist you if you are having is-
sues with your insurance coverage and cannot get a resolution from the insurance company. If you 
have already spoken with the insurance company and been unable to resolve your issue, please con-
tact us at (800) 511-9065, Monday-Thursday 9 AM - 4 PM and Friday 9 AM - 3 PM PST. 
 
If you have a question about a claim, need a new ID card, have questions about your benefits, need a 
list of in-network providers in your area, or need to change your dental HMO facility, please contact 
the Member Services Department of the respective insurance company. 
 

Dental & Vision   
Ameritas Dental PPO (800) 487-5553 
Cigna Dental HMO  (800) 244-6224 
VSP Vision   (800) 877-7195 

 
 


